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Introduction 
This document is intended to be an actionable plan for the City of Brevard’s goal of achieving the highest 
practical level of certification under the Bicycle Friendly America program.  

The actions and implementation steps outlined in this plan are to help guide Staff and the Parks, Trails, 
and Recreation Committee (which acts as the City’s Bicycle Advisory Committee) prioritize Staff time and 
tax-payer money to most efficiently achieve, and maintain, certification.  

 

The Bicycle-Friendly Communities Program 
The League of American Bicyclists’ Bicycle Friendly America program provides assistance and recognition 
for states, communities, universities and businesses that are working to create a real bicycling culture and 
environment that makes bicycling a viable transportation and recreation option for all people. The 
program has three recognition programs: businesses, universities, and communities. 

The Bicycle Friendly Community program provides a roadmap to improving conditions for bicycling and 
guidance to help make cities more bikeable for cyclists of all ages and abilities. Awards are given at five 
levels: Platinum, Diamond, Gold, Silver, and Bronze; those communities that fall just shy of the bronze 
level are given Honorable Mention status. All cities that apply, regardless of whether or not they achieve 
certification, are given a report card with valuable feedback on how to achieve certification or the next 
level of certification.  

A bicycle friendly community welcomes bicyclists by providing safe accommodations for bicycling and 
encouraging people to bike for transportation as well as recreation. Making cycling safe and convenient 
have important impacts on improving public health, reducing traffic congestion, improving air quality, and 
improving overall quality of life for the community. 

 

Connection to Comprehensive Plan 
Becoming certified is specifically called for in the 2015 Comprehensive Plan, Element 3: Environmental 
Health: 

Objective 3.2: Reduction of the City’s carbon and ecological footprint. 
 Policy 3.2.E: Become a certified Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of 
 American Bicyclists. 

Additionally, the Bicycle Friendly Community award level is a monitoring indicator for the Environmental 
Health Element. 
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Steps to Bronze 
Results of February 2017 Application 
The City’s application in February of 2017 did not earn certification, but was awarded Honorable Mention 
recognition. The League provided the city with a report card of feedback to help in achieving certification 
with a future application.  

The report card listed several key steps to Bronze, which are the main foundation of this plan: 

• Adopt a Complete Streets policy and create implementation guidance. By adopting a Complete 
Streets policy, communities direct planners and engineers to routinely design and operate the 
entire right-of-way to enable safe access for all users, regardless of age, ability, or mode of 
transportation. 

• Brevard has a great bicycling event culture, as seen in the Assault of the Carolinas. Continue to 
support and expand events to improve Brevard's brand as a bicycling destination and reinforce 
the bicycle culture of Brevard. Ensure that the culture of recreational events is complemented by 
investments that make transportation and utility bicycling safe and comfortable to nurture a 
year-round bicycling culture 

• Enforcement-related efforts are a weak spot in the application. Work with the law enforcement 
community to improve bicycle-related training for law enforcement officers, develop better data 
collection and distribution practices, and pursue other road safety planning initiatives 

• Improve Bike Month activities by creating Bike to Work Day and Bike to School Day events. Bike 
to School Day events often include competitions related to bicycle use, outreach to parents, and 
pop-up infrastructure on routes to schools. 

• Work to create a low-stress network that utilizes existing low-speed streets. Wayfinding 
improvements can be helpful for navigating bicycle routes. 

 

In addition, a list of actionable steps was generated from study of the City’s February 2017 application 
and presented to the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Committee in October of 2017: 

• Wayfinding for cyclists (on and off greenway) 
• Adopt Complete Streets Policy 
• Add bike lanes to city streets and advocate for with NCDOT roads 
• Police on bikes 
• Host Bike Month activities 
• Build a bike park 
• Designate an official “Bicycle Program Manager” and “Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator” 
• Add a Police member to Parks, Trails, and Recreation Committee (acts as Bicycle Advisory 

Committee) 
• City Staff watch APBP webinars 
• Paint greenway road crossings with high visibility markings and signs 
• Paint sharrows on streets (especially around neighborhoods and schools) 
• Reduce speed limits in residential areas to 20 MPH 
• No parking on narrow streets 
• Regular sweeping, pothole patching, and vegetation maintenance on road shoulders and 

greenway 
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• Provide the League’s educational materials to residents and/or businesses 
• Share-the-Road educational outreach 
• Publish guide to community bike events 
• Give away locks, lights, and helmets at schools 
• Local ordinance against harassment of a cyclist 
• Counts of bicycles on trails, roads, and parked at schools 
• GIS-based network analysis to identify low-stress routes and barrier intersections/corridors 

 

Since the discussion by the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Committee about these action items, several 
have been completed: 

• Police have been trained for patrol on bikes 
• Staff has watched APBP webinars 
• It was determined that the Transylvania Times’s annual cycling insert will qualify for a community 

guide to cycling events 
• Counts of bikes at all public schools inside the City limits 
• Counts of cyclists on residential streets have been coordinated with Land of Sky Rural Planning 

Organization 
• Resolution of support for Complete Streets passed by City Council, with directive for Staff to work 

with the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Committee to draft a Compete Streets Policy for 
consideration by City Council 

• Community cycling webpage created with information about safe cycling, local cycling clubs, and 
an online Cycling Hazard Reporting Form to help identify and improve hazards and problem areas 

• City Council issued a Proclamation for National Bike Month 
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Action Items 
The following are achievable actions, projects, and initiatives designed to reach Bronze-level certification. 

1.0 High Priority  
1.1 Complete Streets Policy 
Create and adopt a Complete Streets policy, with implementation guidance. By adopting a Complete 
Streets policy, Brevard will be directing Staff and consulting engineers to routinely design and operate the 
entire right-of-way to enable safe access for all users, regardless of age, ability, or mode of 
transportation. City Council passed a resolution of support of the Complete Streets approach to 
transportation planning in February of 2018. 

1.2 Bike Racks 
Increase the number of bike racks throughout town, particularly at schools and civic destinations. Possible 
partners include the Pisgah Forest Rotary Club, Transylvania County Schools, and private businesses. 

1.3 Improve Bike Month Activities 
Improve Bike Month activities by hosting events for Bike to Work Day and Bike to School Day. Events may 
include bicycle use competitions, outreach, and pop-up infrastructure on routes to schools and work 
destinations. Partnerships with Land of Sky Regional Council and local cycling businesses and clubs will be 
key in these efforts. 

1.4 Provide Bike League Educational Materials 
Purchase Smart Cycling educational materials published by the League of American Bicyclists and provide 
to local bike shops to give out and make available in City Hall and other public locations for free. 

 
2.0 Medium Priority 
2.1 Create a Low-Stress Cycling Network 
Work with Public Safety Committee to identify streets and routes to create “Bike Boulevards” between 
key destinations. “Bike Boulevards” are safe, low-stress, low-speed routes for cyclists that avoid busy and 
dangerous roads and intersections that have design considerations such as reduced speed limits, traffic-
calming devices, and appropriate use of on-street parking for the street width. Consider using GIS-based 
analysis techniques to identify barriers and strategic corridors. 

2.2 Road Paintings 
Paint sharrows and other cycling-related markings to key streets and infrastructure. Ensure that crosswalk 
paintings are properly maintained. Use high-visibility reflective paint when possible.  

2.3 Trail Maintenance Days 
Organize official maintenance and clean-up days for Bracken Preserve and/or the Estatoe Trail greenway 
system. Possible partners for organizing volunteers, providing materials, and general assistance include 
Conserving Carolinas and local cycling-friendly businesses. 
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3.0 Low Priority 
3.1 Wayfinding Improvements 
Design and install wayfinding and informational signs (such as mileage and maps) along the City’s 
greenway system, as well as along the above described Bike Boulevards to help cyclists avoid dangerous 
roads and intersections. 

3.2 Improve Bicycle-Related Training for Police 
Coordinate with the Police Department to improve bicycle-related training for city police officers, develop 
better data collection and distribution practices, and pursue other road safety planning initiatives. 

3.3 Vulnerable Road User Law 
Using the League of American Bicyclists’ model legislation, craft a vulnerable road user law or ordinance 
to provide important legal protection to cyclists and other vulnerable road users in the City. 

3.4 Build a Bike Park 
Build a public pump track or other bike-specific park. 
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Plan Maintenance   
This graphic is meant to symbolize the continual nature of the City’s commitment to the Bicycle-Friendly 
Communities program. Because Brevard is an above-average community we are constantly striving to 
improve, and recognize that once we achieve certification the job is not done. With each subsequent re-
application (award is valid for four years) the City shall endeavor to achieve the next certification level so 
Brevard will continue to become an even safer and more comfortable place to ride for cyclists of all ages 
and abilities. 

 

  

Plan for Next 
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Update 
Implementation 
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Perform Actions 
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Appendix A – Bicycle Friendly Report Card 
Results from February 2017 Application 
 

 



City of Brevard Bicycle-Friendly Community Implementation Plan 9 

Appendix B – Comprehensive Plan Excerpt 
Environmental Health Element 
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Appendix C – Resolution Supporting Complete Streets 
February 19, 2018 
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Appendix D – Proclamation for National Bike Month 2018 
April 16, 2018 
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Appendix E – Resolution Adopting Plan 
June 18, 2018 
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